200 FR8:  Human Subjects Committee Video Release Explanation

This form is about what happens to videos. It’s different from the research consent form (you could agree to be a part of the research and not agree to this form, for example).

As part of this research project, we are making videos. We would like to share parts of those videos with other researchers. We might talk about the research at a conference, and play part of a video as an example. Or, we might put a clip from the project on a web site to show an example of the research that we do. Or we might publish an article about the language and use pictures from the video. 

It’s very difficult or impossible to take something off the internet, or to ‘unpublish’ it once it’s been published. That’s why we need to be very sure that you understand what might happen to the videos, and that it’s ok to put the videos on the web. 

The form on the left side of the page is legal language. On the right, we’ve explained each paragraph in everyday language. Yale lawyers need the form to use legal language, but we want to make sure that you understand what the legal words mean and how it’s different from the research consent form.

I hereby grant to <the researcher> the irrevocable right and permission to videotape interview(s) with me which may be used for the following purposes: academic research, academic presentations, or classroom demonstrations.

I hereby release, discharge and agree to hold harmless <the researcher> and Yale University from any claims whatsoever, arising out of the interview and the videotape of the interview, including claims for libel or invasion of privacy.

I hereby warrant that I am of full age and have the right to contract in my own name.  I have read the above authorization, release and agreement, prior to its execution, and I am fully familiar with the contents thereof.  This release shall be binding upon me and my heirs, legal representatives and assigns.



This paragraph says that you think it’s ok for us to make videos of you as part of the research. The videos will be used for academic (university) work. We might show parts of the videos at conferences, or in class. We will not sell the videos or use them for anything other than language research.

This paragraph says that you will not sue Yale or <the researchers> if someone is unhappy with what you say in the videos. Libel is when someone says something in public about another person that is harmful to them, and isn’t true. Invasion of privacy is when someone tells other people something about a person that the person wanted to keep secret. In this research project, we will not be asking you any questions about yourself or other people, so it’s unlikely that this would happen.

This means that you are over 18, that you understand what you’re agreeing to, that you understood it before you signed the form, and that you can make these decisions for yourself (for example, if we were asking someone to sign this form who was very sick, we might not be sure that they understood what they were signing). It also says that once this form is signed, you can’t take away your permission later on, and neither can anyone else on your behalf. This is different from the research consent form. You can stop being part of the research at any point, but once you sign this form, that’s it. If you decide later on that you don’t want your video to be included in the research, we will remove it where we can, but we can’t unpublish a paper or make sure that every copy of a file is taken off the web. 
